The purpose of this study is to better understand how physicians utilize social media 
tend to be low power distance societies (Hofstede, 2001; Merkin, 2006; Dysart-Gale, 2006 ). For collectivist cultures, individuals in positions of power are given the utmost respect, allowing for hierarchical displacement to become tangible in reality, so that differences in status are inherent and not human constructs.
One manifestation of power distance therefore is in the medical field, in the sense that cultures may accept or reject the notion of doctor superiority over patients differently, depending on whether the culture is generally accepting of social status hierarchies or not. For example, in a traditional doctor-patient relationship, the doctor generally has greater access to medical information, is presumed to hold expert medical knowledge, and has the role of dispensing medical information, diagnosing, and prescribing treatment to a generally dependent or passive patient. This relationship is generally unequal in status and power, but the rise of social media has led to the phenomenon of patients 
Methodology Sample
This study focuses on two countries with divergent power distance scores based on Hofstede's research. Hofstede, Hofstede, and Minkov (2010) report that the US scores -
